
 

 

 

Guidelines for bowling during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

1. Introduction. 

Any Bowler wishing to bowl during the period of government lockdown restrictions must follow 

COVID-19 government guidance, including social distancing measures, in addition to the 

subsequent government instructions for a phased return to sport and recreation, published on 

13th May, and updated on 1st June.  

In addition they agree to follow these instructions, which have been raised in line with the Bowls 

England guidelines and detail specifically how these guidelines will be implemented at the club. 

COVID-19 spreads through the air or through contact with a surface that has the virus upon it. 

These instructions demonstrate how the risk of catching the virus can be reduced. However, any 

bowler does so at their own risk. Please remember that by following these guidelines you are 

not only protecting yourself but the health of other bowlers. 

If you are experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms or any cold or flu-like symptoms, in particular a 

cough or a high temperature, you should not go to the club.  

 

2. Arrangements for play. 

 Any player wishing to bowl MUST hold a confirmed booking for a rink. A booking can be 

made by telephone or text to Andy Tonkin on 07751721854 or by email to 

andytonkin55@gmail.com, although if booking by email or text then you should wait for a 

confirming reply before your booking is confirmed. 

 Please make all bookings at least 24 hours before any session, to give enough time for your 

booking to be confirmed (normally you will receive a reply by return if requested by text or 

email) 

 On any one day, only 3 alternate rinks will be available for booking/play (Rinks 1,3,5 or 2,4,6) 

 Playing sessions will be two hours in length, with 30 minutes in between so as to allow 

players to arrive/leave with no overlap between sessions 

 Playing sessions will be Sunday – Saturday, between 10:00-12:00, 12:30-14:30, 15:00-17:00, 

17:30-19:30. Note that the green will be closed on Monday and Thursday, between 10:00 – 

12:00, so that the green keeper can carry out essential maintenance. 

 The 30 minutes between each session is to allow a safe changeover between sessions.  

 No more than a total six players, across all rinks, will be allowed to be on the green on any 

one session. 

 To allow all players fair access to the green, you should not hold/participate in more than 

two sessions in any week. Players are asked nonetheless to make one booking at a time.  
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 Players are asked to contribute £2 per player, per session played, to help with club 

overheads but should you be on a reduced income as a result of this crisis you should make 

this known when booking a rink and this fee will then be waived.  

 When booking a rink, you will be asked for the names of ALL players so that rink fees can be 

accumulated, for collection when the green is open for ‘business as normal’. If you do not 

use the green after booking it, then you will be charged for that booking, unless you cancel 

the booking. 

 If you decide that you do not want to take up any session you have booked you should 

inform Andy Tonkin at least 24 hours in advance, as per the details above, so that the 

session can released for others to use and so that you are not charged. 

 No spectators are allowed to watch any match 

 

3. Arriving at and leaving the club. 

 Players should aim to arrive at the club no more than 15 minutes before the time their 

session is booked for, to avoid any overlap with any previous session. 

 Similarly, players should aim to leave the club no more than 15 minutes after the time 

their session has finished, again to avoid any overlap with the later session. 

 If arriving by car, you should only travel with members of your own household. You 

should not give a lift to your opponent.  

 You can park in the car park, but you should ensure that the front gate is left secured, in 

the same way that it was when you arrived. In other words... 

o If the front gate is secured by a number padlock you should ensure the gate is 

closed both after you have arrived and when you leave 

o If the front gate happens to be secured by a cable tie, you should NOT cut the 

cable tie. You should park safely and legally on a roadside and walk into the 

club. Slim members of the club should be able to squeeze around the gate posts 

on the left hand side! 

 

4. Playing Formats. 

The club have decided to minimise the risk to bowlers by keeping to the limit of 6 people in total 

on the green, although now it will be possible to play triples games, pairs, singles or even a roll 

up, as long as the total number of bowlers on the green, across all rinks, does not exceed six in 

total. 

This number will be controlled through the booking system i.e. if a bowler books a rink for a 

triples game then no other rinks will be booked as the maximum will be exceeded. Similarly, if 

one rink has already been booked for a singles game then it will not be possible to book a triples 

game as this would take numbers above the maximum (it would be possible to book other 

singles games or even a doubles game as the maximum will not have been exceeded). 

 



 

5. Clubhouse and Facilities. 

 The Clubhouse is closed to all and should not be entered for any purpose. 

 The Changing rooms are closed and all bowlers should come ready dressed to play, with the 

exception of their shoes, which can be changed prior to going onto the green. 

 All equipment stores will also remain closed. (See Equipment below) 

o The Toilet block CAN be used and access is gained through the normal coded lock. 

The Yale lock should be left on the latch by the previous players, BUT should the 

latch be inadvertently released then the Yale key can be found in the key safe, that is 

located alongside the roller door storage unit. (the key safe has the same key code) 

o When you arrive and after you have opened the Toilet block, the first thing you 

should do is wash your hands, and then clean the keypad, which might hold 

infection. 

o When you leave you should wash your hands, before you close the Toilet block 

door, making sure the keypad lock is reset and secured.(but ensure that the Yale 

lock is left on the latch) 

 Antiseptic washes will be placed in both the male and female toilets, although it is suggested 

that you take your own individual supply in case they run out. However, if you notice that 

any antiseptic wash has run out then please inform Andy Tonkin. 

 You are encouraged to wash your hands frequently but you should take your own hand 

towel as no towels will be provided, or use the air blowers in the toilets.  

 The Toilet block will be used to contain all essential equipment. All non essential equipment 

should remain in the locked equipment stores (See Equipment below) 

 You should take any refreshments that you need along with you, and take home all rubbish 

that you generate, as there is no access to the clubhouse to make drinks. Take care to 

ensure that you take plenty of water with you, especially if the weather is hot. 

 

6. Equipment. 

Personal Equipment 

 Please ensure that you take a hand towel to dry your hands after washing or use the air 

blowers in each toilet, as no towels (paper or cloth) will be provided, so as to minimise the 

risk of infection. 

 Please make sure that you take an antiseptic cleaning product and cloth, to clean equipment 

(as below) both before and after your game. 

Essential Equipment. 

 Only ‘Essential equipment’, as defined below, should be used on any occasion: 

 Mats - Each lead player should be assigned a different colour mat and they should take 

that mat from one end of the rink to the other, so that they are the only person touching 

that mat, whether setting the jack or removing the mat after an end has been 

completed. 



 Jacks – Each lead player again should be assigned a different colour jack (white or 

yellow), using that jack when the mat is ‘Theirs’. The jack should be taken from one end 

of the rink to the other, so that they are the only person touching that jack. Centralising 

the jack should be done using one’s feet. 

 Bowls – Each player should use their own bowls. When woods are collected at the end 

of an end, then each player should collect their own woods or they should only be 

gathered in using player’s feet. You should not touch your opponent’s woods.  

 Rink Markers – they will be used to indicate which rinks are in use but you should avoid 

touching them if possible 

 Scorecards – If used, they should be recorded by one player only i.e. the same card 

should not be exchanged.  

 Bowl lifters, Gloves etc – all these items should be ‘personal’ items and only used by 

yourself. 

 All equipment that is used should be sterilised by you, both before and after a game.  

 ‘Essential equipment’ will be stored in the Toilet block.  

 

Non-Essential  equipment (Not to be used). 

 The following equipment is deemed as ‘Non Essential’ and should not be used.  

 Bowl Pushers 

 Scoreboards 

 2m distance sticks 

 Chalk/Spray chalk (Touchers will not be marked) 

 Measuring tapes – should not be used as it can involve touching other player’s woods. 

Judgement of who is closest should be used.   

 All ‘Non Essential equipment’ will remain in their storage units, which will remain locked. 

 

7. During Play. 

 You should maintain a distance of 2m from your opponent, and other players both on and 

off the green, at all times, in line with government social distancing guidelines. 

 Players should utilise the empty rink, alongside their own rink, to socially distance, taking 

care not to infringe on other players. 

 Do not shake hands before, during or after a game 

  Do not ‘high-five‘ or ‘hug’ other players to celebrate shots or a win 

 

If you have any questions on these guidelines, please contact Andy Tonkin or should you experience 

any issues on the green please contact John Hibbard (07468 510621) or Linda Hawkins (01530 

837898). 

 


